
For Immediate Release




       Media Contact: Karol Boe
kboe@hclt-rbs.com
914-670-2706
Ascentua Solutions To Be Showcased in Microsoft Booth 

At Retail Systems Expo

Chicago, IL, May 24, 2005 – HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions will be demonstrating its Ascentua software solutions for the general merchandise and apparel industries in the Microsoft booth #602 at Retail Systems 2005, starting today. The Ascentua solutions are in-line with Microsoft Corp.’s Smarter Retailing initiative and are built using the Microsoft .NET Framework and utilize a number of Microsoft technologies including Microsoft Windows Server 2000 and Microsoft SQL Server.
Developed through the collaboration of technology leader HCL Technologies and general merchandise and apparel titan Jones Apparel Group, Ascentua represents a new approach to business issues like analytics and reporting, employee scheduling, chargeback analysis that face today’s retailers, distributors and manufacturers. 

HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions’ applications, which leverage the interoperability, scalability, reliability and manageability of Microsoft’s SQL Server and the Microsoft .NET Framework, currently include Ascentua Analytics, Ascentua StorePro and Ascentua EDI Tracker. Designed to “bolt on” to existing information systems without expensive customization, they feature user-friendly, Web-based interfaces that make previously untapped information available, anytime and anywhere.

The Ascentua solutions, which have been integrated throughout Jones’ Microsoft .NET-based infrastructure, are already showing promising results. “Before EDI Tracker, it took us hours and hours to search the files for the information we needed to challenge a chargeback,” says Lisa Garson, COO of Jones’ Moderate Sportswear Division. “Now it’s simple to get that information, even if it’s scattered in different databases across the company, which makes it far easier to challenge a chargeback. EDI Tracker has paid for itself many times over.”

The Microsoft .NET Framework has enabled HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions to build customer software with a faster time to market of (on average) 45%. More impressively, the solutions have yielded such results with 25% less development resources.

“We’re pleased to be working with Microsoft to help solve problems retailers have been struggling with for years,” says Paul Lanham, HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions’ Chief Executive Officer. “Together, Ascentua and Microsoft Smarter Retailing provide a new approach for retailers.”
“HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions’ Ascentua solutions provide the ability to integrate and analyze business data in real-time, a critical component to improving business operations and a key focus within our Smarter Retailing program,” said Brian Scott, vice president for Microsoft’s Retail & Hospitality Industry Solutions Unit. “Designed to optimize business processes, our Smarter Retailing architecture enables retailers to reduce costs, run more efficiently, gain greater business visibility and make better and faster business decisions. It’s great to see the Microsoft .NET-based Ascentua solutions already delivering those results.”

About HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions
HCL Technologies Retail Business Solutions offers proven software solutions for the general merchandise and apparel industry. From the storefront to the boardroom, the Ascentua suite elevates business performance with products that deliver clear, actionable information from existing corporate data, enabling timely decision making based on fact, not guesswork. Ascentua brings together a team of fashion and technology experts with vast experience and technical domain knowledge with a goal of continually recognizing, developing and perfecting solutions for our customers’ biggest challenges.

